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Tani, I have brought you something to eat."1 The chief
gods of the Easter Islanders were Make-Make and Haua.
To these they offered the first of all the produce of the
ground.2 Amongst the Maoris the offering of the first-fruits
of the sweet potatoes to Pani, son of Rongo, the god of
sweet potatoes, was a solemn religious ceremony. The crop
of sweet potatoes (kumara) was sacred, and all persons
engaged in its cultivation were also sacred or tabooed ;
they might not quit the place nor undertake any other work.8

It has been affirmed that the old Prussians offered the Sacrifices
first-fruits of their crops and of their fishing to the god f^f"1"
Curcho, but doubt rests on the statement.4    We have seen among
that the  Athenians  and  other  Greek peoples  offered  the Russians,
first-fruits of the wheat and barley harvests to Demeter and Greeks,
Persephone   at   Eleusis.5     The   Troezenians  sacrificed the Romaris.
first-fruits   to   Poseidon,   whom    they   worshipped   as   the
guardian deity of their city.6    In Attica  the first-fruits of
the vintage were presented to Icarius and  Erigone.7    The
Romans sacrificed the first ears of corn to Ceres, and the
first of the new wine to Liber; and until the priests had
offered these sacrifices, the people might not eat the  new
corn nor drink the new wine.8     In various parts of ancient
Italy the vintage was solemnly inaugurated by the priests.
At Rome the duty devolved on  the  Flanien  Dialis,  who
sacrificed  a  lamb to Jupiter  and  then  gathered  the first
grapes over the entrails of the victim.    Till this ceremony
had been performed, the new wine might not be brought
into the city.9

The Thompson River Indians of British Columbia used

1  D.    Tyerman   and    G.    Bennet,      p.   161;   */., Disscrtationes historical
Journal of Voyages and Travels (Lon-      d& variis rebus Prussicis, p. 163 (ap-
don, 1831), i. 284.                                   pended to his edition of P. de Dus-

2  Geiseler, Die Osfer-Insel (Berlin,      burg's Chronicon  Prussian, Frankfort
1883), p. 31.                                            and   Leipsic,    1679).     Compare   W.

3  E. Tregear,  "The Maoris of New     Mannhardt, Die Kornddmonen (Berlin,
Zealand," Jeurnal of the Anthropologi-      1868), p. 27,

col Institute, xix.  (1890) p. no; R.          6 See above, vol. i. pp. 53 sqq.

Taylor, Te Ika A Maui, or New Zea-         6 Plutarch, Theseus, 6.

land and its Inhabitants, Second Edi-         7 Hyginus, Fdbulae, 130.

tion   (London,   1870),   pp.   165   sq.;         8 Festus, s.v.   " Sacrima," p. 319,

Old New Zealand, by a Pakeha Maori     ed. C. O. Miiller ; Pliny, Nat. Hist.

(London, 1884), pp. 103 sq.                     xviii. 8.

4  Chr.   Hartknoch,   Alt  und neues         9 Varro, De lingua Latina,  vi. 16,
Preusstn (Frankfort and Leipsic, 1684),     ed. C. O. Muller,

PT. V. VOL. II                                                                            K